
GRADE

Ballycastle

NEAREST  
TOWN

Steep and 
slippery. Suitable 
footwear should 
be worn.

TERRAIN

FACILITIES

Carpark Fairhead 
and Murlough Bay.

GRID REF D225284

DIFFICULT

Various 

DISTANCE

1 hour

DURATION:
(APPROX)

DOGS

Not Allowed.

Fairhead and  
Murlough Bay
STARTING POINT

Take the A2/ Cushendall Road out of Ballycastle, turn left onto  
the Torr Road. Turn left again onto the Fairhead Road, which  
is signposted for Fairhead Car Park. The National Trust car park  
is located at the end of Fair Head Road.

Another car park is present closer to Murlough Bay at D190417. 
Instead of turning left on to the Fairhead Road, continue along  
the Torr Road. Turn left and left again, following the signs for 
Murlough Bay.

ROUTE DESCRIPTION

Spectacular views and a world of breath-taking natural beauty  
can be seen for endless miles along the rugged rocks of Fair Head, 
Murlough Bay and Torr Head.

Known as Northern Ireland’s tallest cliff face, the impressive 
Fair Head rises 600 feet above sea level and can be seen from 
Ballycastle and many other points along the north coast.

The rocky headland lies 3 miles (5 km) east of Ballycastle town, 
and is the closest part of the mainland to Rathlin Island.

Highly regarded as a rock-climbing location, it is believed to be 
the biggest expanse of climbable rock in both Ireland and Britain.
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*Please refer to the relevant os map. 
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Owned by the National Trust and private 
landowners, visitors to the area will be astounded 
by its well-preserved natural beauty.

Wild goats can be seen roaming among the rocks 
beneath the clifftops, where a walkway called 
‘The Grey Man’s Path’ winds around the rugged 
coastline.

From the road, a manmade Iron Age island, or 
crannóg, can be seen in the middle of a lake, Lough 
na Cranagh. The lakes are stocked with trout and 
can be fished during the summer months.

POINTS OF INTEREST

Amazing views over to Rathlin, Mull of Kintyre 
and Arran.

According to one story: Fair Head got its name 
from the tale of a beautiful fair-headed girl who 
once lived in a castle on Rathlin Island. She had 
many suitors, leading to a fight between two of 
them. One was mortally wounded and, as he lay 
dying, whispered to his servant to dance with 
the girl on the cliffs below the castle. The faithful 
servant obeyed, and danced nearer and nearer 
the edge of the cliff until they both fell over and 
died. The spot on the mainland where the girl’s 
body was washed up was from then on known  
as ‘Fairhead’.
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Every care has been taken to ensure accuracy in the compilation 
of this guide. The information provided is, to the best of the 
promoter’s knowledge, correct at the time of going to print. The 
promoters cannot accept responsibility for any errors or omissions 
but if any are brought to their notice, future publications will  
be amended accordingly.

Ballycastle Visitor Information Centre
Portnagree House Harbour and Marina
14 Bayview Road
Ballycastle
BT54 6BT

T: 028 2076 2024
E: ballycastlevic@causewaycoastandglens.gov.uk
W: www.visitcausewaycoastandglens.com


