WALK 16

TERRAIN

Variety of surfaces
which can become
muddy and slippery
when wet.

NEAREST
TOWN

Portballintrae
(starting point) and
Bushmills (1 mile
from starting point).

FACILITIES

OS MAP REF
GRID REF

Free car parking,
toilets and shop
in Portballintrae
and Bushmills.
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GRADE
MEDIUM

DISTANCE

Approx.
4 Miles /
6.4 KM

CAUTION

Unprotected
cliff edges around
the Runkerry
headland.

DOGS

Dogs allowed but
keep on lead
around Causeway
headland section.

Portballintrae to
the Giants Causeway
(and return)
STARTING POINT
Main seafront car park in Portballintrae, beside the village hall.
ROUTE DESCRIPTION
From the main seafront car park above Runkerry Beach, follow
a gravel footpath downhill until reaching the footbridge, known
locally as ‘the Threequarter Footbridge’, spanning the River Bush’.
Having crossed the bridge, turn right onto a wooden boardwalk
that traces the bank of the river. At a junction with a gravel path,
turn left. You now pass through an extensive sand dune system,
walking beside the track of the Giant’s Causeway and Bushmills
Railway. Cross the tracks twice to reach a wooden gate, where you
should turn left. Follow this path towards the beach, then veer right
and descend across a footbridge at the end of the sand. Continue
between a slipway and the impressive building of Runkerry House,
which dates from the early 1860s. The path now climbs onto the
cliff tops, passing around the edge of Runkerry Head. From the
top of the headland, there’s a great view east towards the Giant’s
Causeway. Dip across a cove, then continue to an information sign
detailing the walking trails around the Causeway. Continue around
the headland, past the white building of the Causeway Hotel. Just
beyond this you reach a flight of steps heading down to your left.
It may not be obvious, but you are now on the grass-covered roof
of the Giant’s Causeway visitor centre (charges apply). Visit the
famous stones or return to the starting point along the railway path.

Portballintrae to Giants Causeway

µ

POINTS OF INTEREST
Giants Causeway
The Giant’s Causeway is Ireland’s only natural
World Heritage site. Some 40,000 hexagonal
columns were created here during a period
of intense volcanic activity some 60 million
years ago.
Runkerry House
Runkerry House, a beautiful sandstone listed
building constructed in the early 1860s, was once
part of the Macnaghten estates. Having been
used as a family residence by members of the
Macnaghten family, the house was donated to the
NI Government in 1951 for public use. Later uses
included retirement home, residential activity centre
and rehabilitation unit. Following a sale to a private
developer and extensive refurbishment, the building
now accommodates private luxury apartments.
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Giants Causeway & Bushmills Railway
The Giant’s Causeway and Bushmills Railway
is a 3 ft narrow gauge heritage railway operating
on a 2 miles long line connecting the Giant’s
Causeway and Bushmills. It follows the line of
the former Giant’s Causeway Tramway, which
operated from the 1880s until 1949. At its
opening, it was described as “the first long
electric tramway in the world”.

N

River Bush
The River Bush, having its source in the Antrim Hills
near Altnahinch Dam, is just over 33 miles long and
has traditionally been a salmon-fishing river.

Ballycastle Visitor Information Centre
Portnagree House
Harbour and Marina Visitor Centre
14 Bayview Road
Ballycastle
BT54 6BT
T: 028 2076 2024
W: www.visitcausewaycoastandglens.com
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Every care has been taken to ensure accuracy in the compilation
of this guide. The information provided is, to the best of the
promoter’s knowledge, correct at the time of going to print. The
promoters cannot accept responsibility for any errors or omissions
but if any are brought to their notice, future publications will
be amended accordingly.

